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The Beginning of Statistical Studies in Japan
One intriguing current of early Meiji scholarship was a phenomenon described by the pioneering historian of statistical studies in Japan, Hayami Akira, as "a kind of statistical fever."2 He was referring to the high level of interest in the science of statistics on the part of intellectuals, mainly associated with the Meirokusha, including Fukuzawa Yukichi, Sugi Kōji, Tsuda Mamichi, Katō Hiroyuki, and Mitsukuri Rinshō. The earliest introduction of European-style statistical tables to Japan was the publication in 1860 (Man'en 1) of Bankoku seihyō (Statistical Tables of All the Lands of Meanwhile, beginning in 1872 (Meiji 5), the government began issuing official statistical annuals under the editorship of Sugi Kōji,4 and several privatesector statistical associations were also established: the Hyōkigakusha in 1876 (Meiji 9) and the Seihyōsha in 1878 (Meiji 11).
What should be noted in this overview of the activities of these scholars is that they were relating to the science of statistics as a completely new discipline outside the bounds of their previous experience. There were of course precedents for quasi-statistical records such as cadastral surveys and population registers dating back to the "Tribute of Yu" chapter of the Shujing (The Book of History), or the chapter in the ancient Nihon shoki (Chronicle of Japan) dealing with the twelfth year of the reign of the Emperor Sujin. And under the Tokugawa shogunate, beginning in the Kyōho era (1716-36) a regular population census (ninbetsu aratame) was implemented every six years. In his Seidan (Discourse on Government), Ogyū Sorai admonished: "We should fully appreciate the depth of wisdom shown by the ancient sages in the practice of establishing family registers (koseki) to tie the people to the land."5 As we see from this, for Confucian thinkers in the Tokugawa period discussion of issues involving cadastral and population surveys were regarded as a major theme of political and economic discourse. Even so, Nishi Amane referred to statistics as "a field of scholarship unknown in Japan" (in Japan geheel onbekend).6 Similarly, Sugi Kōji wrote in 1886, "Statistics is a new science of the civilized world, and its efficacy, like that of the railway, telegraph, steam engine, etc., is dependent upon harnessing the new forces unleashed by human society."7 In other words, to these men the science of statistics was a
